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WHO IS THE PONYTAIL POSSE?

The Posse is an all‑girls FTC team from St. Paul, Minnesota. We are going into our junior year of
high school and this is our eighth year participating in robotics. Find out more at
www.theponytailposse.com.

TOURNAMENT DATES CONFIRMED

Our ﬁrst two tournaments are Nov. 12 in Eagan and Dec. 10 in Burnsville. They're
both open to the public, so contact us if you want to see the FTC competition in
action!

WELCOME, NEW TEAM MEMBERS!
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CHARLOTTE

HEERAL

This is Charlotte’s second year in FTC robotics and she
is part of the engineering/robot building team. Outside
of robots, she is involved in artistic activities like
competitive dance and music.

This is Heeral’s rookie year and she is part of the
engineering team. She plays three diﬀerent
instruments and has never eaten a school
cafeteria lunch in her life.

IN THE WORKSHOP

This year, we’re trying something brand new: an
omni‑directional robot. The new Stacy can drive in
all directions without turning, thanks to her
outstanding omniwheels. In addition to this
drivetrain, we’ve been working on methods to
activate the light‑up beacons and launch whiﬄe
balls into the corner vortex goal. We will also be
shooting balls into the center vortex goal later this
season.
ABOVE: click to see a short video of our prototype
omni‑directional robot!

We’ve had a great time learning new skills so far
and we’re currently ﬁnalizing designs for the ﬁrst
tournament on November 12th.

LEGO LEAGUE JR. DEMO & KICKOFF

The LEGO League Jr. season at Snail Lake
Kindergarten Center has begun! We were invited to
demo a LEGO model at the school’s back‑to‑school
night, where we introduced parents to the program
and encouraged them to get more information about
it. Then, a few weeks later, we co‑hosted the school’s
kickoﬀ party. It was a lot of fun seeing the reveal of
this year’s research topic and then working with the
kindergarteners at various STEM activity stations.
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We’re very excited about LEGO League Jr. starting in
the Mounds View district and we can’t wait to see the
teams later this season at their exhibition!
Click here to read the demo blog post and here for
the kickoﬀ blog post.

ABOVE: kindergarteners line up to drive our robot
CRAFT FAIR DEMO

One of our FTC friends, the Titanium Allies, invited
us to demo our robot at a craft fair last August. We
spent the afternoon helping kids drive the robot
while we talked to their parents about the robotics
programs their children could join. It was really
cool to see not only the amount of interest in STEM
programs for elementary schoolers, but how many
people had already heard of them and wanted to
learn more.
Thank you to the Titanium Allies for inviting us to
the event, and good luck this season!
ABOVE: a young robot driver learns the ropes

Click here to read the blog post.

ROOT BEER FLOAT FUNDRAISER

At the end of summer, we visited a sponsor’s oﬃce
to sell root beer ﬂoats for National Root Beer Float
Day. We brought our robot and took advantage of the
dessert break to tell the employees what we’ve been
up to. Since we had so much leftover ice cream, we
also visited another sponsor and the local ﬁre
departments to share the root beer ﬂoat fun. By the
end of the day, we were full of sugar and excited by
the community’s support for our team.
Click here to read the blog post.

ABOVE: Nancy and Sabriyah show our Engineering
Notebook to root beer ﬂoat enthusiasts

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO DONATE!

We’re collecting donations to fund our season and we need your help. Please click the
button below or visit www.bit.ly/ponytailpossedonate for more information.
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DONATE HERE

WELCOME, NEW SPONSORS!

THANK YOU, RETURNING SPONSORS!

4/5

8/3/2018

Copyright © 2016 Ponytail Posse, All rights reserved.
Please view this newsletter on a computer for best results.
[Sender_Name]
[Sender_Address]
[Sender_City], [Sender_State] [Sender_Zip]
Unsubscribe | Update Preferences

5/5

