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e poNYTAIL EXPRESS

WHAT’S NEW & HAPPENING WITH THE PONYTAIL POSSE

WHO IS THE PONYTAIL POSSE?

The Posse is an all-ladies FTC team from St. Paul, Minnesota. We are entering our senior year of high school
and the upcoming season will be our ninth year participating in robotics. Find out more at
www.theponytailposse.com.
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THE PONYTAIL POSSE

FOUNDATION

Our team created the Ponytail Posse Foundation to help our local school district start new robotics teams. The
fundraising season is now in full swing and we’re busy drafting grant applications, writing emails, and speaking
with companies to make our visions become reality.

We have recently received confirmation that all of the district’s elementary-level schools will be starting new
robotics teams for the upcoming school year. This means that over 270 K-3rd graders will be able to join
robotics teams. It’s fantastic news, but it’s only the first step in our goal of a district where robotics programs
are available to every student.

If you know a company that would be interested in supporting our foundation, please contact us at
info@ptpfoundation.org!

THANK YOU to the newest Ponytail Posse Foundation donors:
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http://www.csgnetwork.com/[weblink]
http://www.theponytailposse.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ponytailpossefll
https://www.instagram.com/ponytail_posse/
https://twitter.com/Ponytailposse
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM1vbPAkxiOg9VRKV-9OwoQ
http://www.csgnetwork.com/www.ptpfoundation.org
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The LEGO Foundation

SLICE OF SHOREVIEW DEMO

A fellow FTC team, Titanium Allies, organized their
second annual Slice of Shoreview demo and invited
us to come. The event was a robot extravaganza
with tents set up to promote each level of FIRST
robotics. We demoed our robot with other FTC
teams from the area. People could stop and drive
our robot as they passed by, and if they could
successfully collect and shoot a ball, they earned
their very own robot driver’s license!

Click here to read the demo blog post.

ABOVE: storytime visitors give Stacy a high-five

IN THE CAD LAB

One of the best parts of FTC robotics is getting to
experiment with CAD (Computer Aided Design)
and 3D printing. In preparation for the upcoming
season, Posse member Sabriyah invited the team
to her house for lessons on the basics of CAD.
Over the course of several meetings, we learned
how to make custom robot parts, robot

ABOVE: visitors try driving the robot

STACY STORYTIME

Besides spreading the word about FTC, we also do
demos where we get little kids excited about
robots and interested in STEM. At this library
event, 2-5 year olds gathered in a room for a
storytime dedicated to robots, featuring our robot
Stacy. Many of the kids laughed and giggled as
Stacy danced along to their songs and were
amazed at how she shoot balls. At the very end, all
of them got to meet Stacy and give her a high-five.
Both the kids and Stacy had a blast!

Click here to read the blog post, guest written by
Stacy the robot.
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http://paceind.com/
https://magenic.com/
http://firstinspires.org/
http://www.legofoundation.com/en-us/
https://twitter.com/titaniumallies
http://www.theponytailposse.com/slice-of-shoreview-demo-2017/
http://www.theponytailposse.com/stacys-library-storytime/
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assemblies, and funky-looking pencil cups. All of
us rookies learned a lot and we can’t wait to apply
our new skills when the season begins.

ABOVE: Sabriyah's CAD lesson

IN THE WORKSHOP

Over the summer, we have been tackling mecanum wheels. The wheels have hubs with rollers at a 45° angle
that enable forwards/backwards, left/right, and rotational movement. Having a robot that has the ability to go
all four directions and has a 0° turn radius allows for easy mobility and picking up field pieces. If these wheels
perform well during our experiments, they will be a likely candidate for use during the upcoming robotics
season.
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THE NEW ROBOTICS SEASON

The 2017-18 robotics season will be the Ponytail Posse’s last. Next spring, most of us will be graduating from high school

and aging out of the F/IRST robotics programs. But we still have an entire season of fun-filled adventures to embark on and
we can’t wait to get started.

Next season’s robotics challenge is revealed on September 9th. After that date, keep an eye out for a bonus Ponytail Posse
newsletter containing the challenge announcement and video!

THANK YOU SPONSORS!
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http://www.conquesteng.com/
http://www.tcmaker.org/blog/
http://paceind.com/
https://magenic.com/
http://www.lktlabs.com/
https://braunintertec.com/
https://www.hypertherm.com/en-US/
http://www.prometoptics.com/
http://www.ptc.com/
http://airautomation.wpengine.com/
http://www.highmonkey.com/
https://www.siliconforestelectronics.com/
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